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All the forces would thus be on the right bank of the
Moselle in a situation enabling them to concentrate,
for battle, within twenty-four hours. Had an attack
been made by the French, it would have borne first
on the First Army; the latter would have been kept
in position or would have manoeuvred in retreat,
according to the point reached by the Second Army's
movement of concentration. Battle might take place
with either or both armies.

During the I5th, the First Army, still performing the
part of an advance guard, would have reached the region
Fleury, Chesny, Courcelles; within the Second Army:

The corps in first line (Third, Twelfth, Guards) would
have closed up on to their heads of column (depth
from three to four miles);

The corps in second line (Ninth, Second, Fourth)
would have closed up on to those in first line;

In the evening of the same day the corps in the first
line, which had made a short march, would have resumed
their movement at about 11 p.m. in order to cross the
Moselle, an operation ended at 6 a.m. on the 16th.
The corps in the second line would have started marching
on the 16th at 5 a.m. towards the Moselle and finished
crossing the river at noon. The whole army would
thus have been on the left bank on the 16th by noon.

In order, however, to be sure to have the time and
space necessary for carrying out that operation without
risk, an advance guard would have been thrown on the
left bank in the evening of the 15th.

To this end, the Tenth Corps, after concentrating at
Pont-&-Mousson in the evening of the 14th, would have
stood to arms in that town on the 15th at about noon,
and, having been reinforced by the four cavalry divisions
of the army, would have proceeded on Chambley in
order to take up a position there in advance guard on
the left bank, and to be able to guarantee for the Second
Army the possibility of assembling all its forces on the
left bank in the morning of the 16th.

Moreover, in proportion as the crossing of the Second
Army should have approached completion, the necessity
of keeping an advance guard on the right bank would
have progressively disappeared. As a matter of fact,
as early as in the evening of the 15th, the advance
guard (First Army) at Fleury, Chesny, Courcelles